
Safeguard fund ing  fo r  adu l t  
subs tance abuse  serv i ces   

 

 

The F lo r ida Senate Subcommi t tee on Hea l th and Human Serv ices 
Appropr ia t ions rel eased a budget  proposa l Monday recommend ing  
e l im ina t ion o f a l l  genera l  revenue fund ing fo r adu l t  subs tance abuse  
serv ices .  Th is  cu t  i n  fund ing  i s  unacceptab le  and  makes  l i t t l e  sense .  

These fund ing cu ts mean a l l  de tox i f i ca t ion , res iden t ia l  and outpa t ien t  
care funded wi th sta te genera l revenue wi l l  d isappear .  More than 37,000 
adu l ts across the s ta te wi l l  lose access to t rea tment ,  and more than 
2 ,200  F lo r id ians  work ing  in  communi ty  bus inesses  w i l l  l ose  the i r  jobs .  

Cut t ing fund ing for subs tance use di so rders wi l l  inc rease spend ing in  
o ther sec to rs o f hea l th care and o ther areas o f our sta te budget . For  
example , 50 to 80 percen t o f you th in ch i ld we l fa re are there due to 
paren ta l subs tance abuse prob lems.  F i f t y two percen t o f adu l ts in  
t rea tment  today  have  c r im ina l  jus t i ce  i nvo lvement .  

Plus , prov id ing t rea tment makes good bus iness sense and is a sound 
i nves tment . I t  i s much less expens ive than what the s t a te wi l l  pay fo r  
the  consequences .  Cons ider :  

 
 

Drug t rea tment fo r  an adu l t  cos ts approx imate ly $2 ,400 vs . p r ison fo r  
the same person t ha t wou ld cos t $52 ,956 per year . The average drug  
sen tence  i s  3 .2  years .  

F i f t y e igh t percent  o f ind iv idua ls rece iv ing t rea tment  are success fu l .  
Th is is a bet te r record than o ther  chron ic hea l th di seases . Trea tment  
works .  

Each do l la r in s tate genera l revenue genera tes $2 add i t i ona l in federa l  
b lock gran t funds and loca l match.  T rea tment a lso reduces med ica l  
expenses , reduces c r ime and suppor ts  loca l jobs and our loca l economy.  
Trea tment  i s  cos t -ef fec t i ve .  

We l i ve in a cu l tu re tha t p romotes add ic t ion . Despi te the "war" on  
drugs , obes i t y ,  pornography and the l i ke , peop le a lways seek the nex t  
l eve l o f ins tan t r e l ie f  f rom ever - increas ing s t ress and pa in . Substance  
abuse of fe rs users a mi rage o f escape f rom adversi t y and s t ress .  
Al though subs tance abuse numbs the pa in , ex is t ing prob lems jus t ge t  
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worse . Th is is par t i cu la r l y t rue o f F lo r ida , where addi c t ions are on the 
up t i ck , as i l l us t r a ted by the prescr i p t ion drug abuse ep idemic resu l t ing 
i n  seven  dea ths  in  the  s ta te  each  day .  

Add ic t ion does not  d isc r im ina te ; i t  reaches every c i t y ,  cu l tu re , race ,  
age group , economic group and re l ig i on . An adu l t  in need of subs tance  
abuse t rea tment cou ld be the s ing le paren t l i v ing nex t  door , the young 
adu l t  who car r ies grocer ies to your car , a fami ly member , your bes t  
f r iend . I t  cou ld be anyone; i t  cou ld be you . P lease urge your sena to r to 
re jec t  cu t t ing  these  serv ices .  

Dr .  Joe l  Kau fman i s  CEO o f  The  S ta r t i ng P lace  Inc .  in  P lan ta t ion .  

 

Th is ar t i c le is bei ng pub l i shed to t he Choopersgu ide webs i te as we are  
commi t ted to the recovery o f ind iv idua ls who suf fe r f rom the d isease of  
a lcoho l i sm and drug add ic t ion . Choopers Guide is ac t i ve in the recovery  
advocacy movement i n the Sta te o f F lo r i da . Choopers Guide is an add ic t ion  
t rea tment and add ic t i on in fo rmat ion resource s i te wi th over  30,000 t rea tment  
prov ider l i s t ings for  t rea tment programs,  methadone c l in i cs ,  suboxone doc tors ,  
drug  and  a lcoho l  counse lo rs  and  in te rvent ion is ts .  
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